[An alternative to aortopexy in the treatment of severe tracheomalacia].
The classic treatment of severe tracheomalacia is aortopexy. In the 1980s endoscopic insertion of the Palmaz stent, originally designed for use in the treatment of vascular stenosis, began to be used in the treatment of relapsing or residual tracheomalacia. We present a patient with severe tracheomalacia who had previously undergone surgery for esophageal atresia with distal tracheoesophageal fistula in which aortopexy was contraindicated due to a complex congenital heart disease. Treatment consisted of endoscopic insertion of a Palmaz stent. This stent provides an effective alternative to conventional surgery, although each case should be individually evaluated.